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Deeper Reasons For Thanksgiving 

Philippians 1:3-21

God put on my heart this morning to look at this wonderful prayer of thanksgiving that Apostle Paul lifts up to God here in Philippians 1 and see some deeper reasons for thanksgiving.  When we read Paul’s letters to the different churches that he planted we see that usually he includes in the beginning of these letters a prayer of thanksgiving.   He brought God a lot of thanksgiving as he prayed for his churches and I want us to understand this morning what were the main reasons for which Paul gave God thanks.

As we celebrate Thanksgiving this week, as we set aside this special time of bringing God thanks, I am sure that each one of us will be thankful to God for his care to us.  He has again provided abundantly for us this year everything we needed in order to live.  In His love and help to us God provided us with food on the table, jobs to work, good health, good doctors and medical care, true friends, maybe a new car for some of us, a new house for others, and everything else we needed for our physical needs. 

These are good reasons for giving God our thanks, but you know God would give you everything you need, God would bless you with all you need and want without thanking Him for it.  You might be surprised for hearing this, but Jesus is telling us clearly in the Gospels that by the virtue of being our Father God would take care of us, and not only of us who consider ourselves to be His devoted children but also of those who rebel against Him and are still living in sin.  

Imagine you have two children one righteous and obedient and the other wicked and rebellious, wouldn’t you still love both the same?  Yes you would.  In Matthew 5 Jesus says, “God makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous” (45). 

Now I am not saying here that the ones living in sin should not repent and turn back to God.  That is God’s will for every human being, that is why He paid the supreme sacrifice, that is why He gave His only Son to die in our place, so that every human being might repent and live.  And those who don’t repent and give their lives to God they should also know that there would be a judgment day too.   

The point is however that by virtue of being our Father God will take care of us, even if we thank Him or not, or even if we obey Him or not.  When it comes to our basic needs God will provide them for us and as I said we should always thank Him for this, but I want us to look however this morning at some deeper reasons for bringing God thanksgiving.  These are more spiritual reasons, which show in fact how deep and genuine our relationship with God is.  They show how in tune our hearts are with God’s heart and how much we understand what God really is concerned about in our lives.  

So let’s look this morning at a different kind of thanksgiving, a thanksgiving that makes God glad, a thanksgiving that Apostle Paul always brought up in his prayers:

1. Partnership.

The first aspect of such thanksgiving is partnership.  Paul says here in v.3 “I thank my God every time when I pray because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.”  He refers here to the Philippians’ willingness to serve God, to be partners with Him in sharing the good news of the gospel and of serving His church.  Isn’t this a great reason to thank God for?  He has called each one of us to be partners with Him and has given each one of us different gifts, talents, and abilities to serve Him and build His church up.  Can you lift up a prayer of thanksgiving to God for this reason?  Have you served Him this year more than last year?  If yes this would be a wonderful reason to be thankful for today.  If not there is something wrong with you spiritually.  If you and I believe that the relationship between God us and is based on Him providing for our physical needs and we thanking Him for that now and then, we are wrong and spiritually we are declining.

God takes care of our needs anyway the question this morning is, are you His partner in ministry?  Have you used your gifts and talents in building up His church and extending His kingdom on earth this year and can you lift up prayers of thanksgiving for Him using you, and you being faithful to Him?   

Illustration:  One day when I was 14 years old my mother and grandmother invited me to a local Baptist church from Bucharest.  Although I was young and believing in the promises of socialism and communism deep down in my heart I was sad and empty.

An American missionary was there that night preaching the good news of the gospel.  At the end of the sermon he challenged unbelievers to give their life to Christ.  I did and all the emptiness from my soul was gone.  Jesus came into my life and brought forgiveness, salvation and real joy. 

That American preacher was a partner of God who put his life at the disposition of God and took all the risks involved to come in a communist country and share the gospel.  After I became a born again Christian and member in that Baptist church I discovered many others who were serving God in spite of hardships and persecutions.  It was still a dangerous and harsh time yet many Christians behind the Iron Curtain were serving God with all their strength, energy, and loyalty.  

One thing that I really understood then is that if God is calling us to serve Him and help His church and we do it in spite of hardships and trials, He will bless our work, and not only that, but when we thank Him for giving us the grace to serve Him, He will gladly accept our thanksgiving, and our thanksgiving will make His heart glad. 

As you celebrate Thanksgiving this coming week thank God first of all for the most important call and purpose in your life, namely that of sharing in the gospel, of being a partner with Jesus in saving souls, and building up His church.  Thank Him for food, money, stuff, family, friends and so on, but first of all thank Him for making you His partner in the greatest work ever, namely that of sharing the gospel and building up the church, and don’t take this lightly, don’t let the world and hardships stop you from serving God.

Thank Him also for a church where you can serve God and for brothers and sisters in Christ who are also dedicated partners with God.  So first we see here a thanksgiving for partnership.

2. Progress.

Second, we see here a thanksgiving for progress.  As Paul mentions in v.6, “I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.”  What kind of progress is Paul taking here about?  He talks about progress in regard to spiritual growth.  He encourages the Philippian believers that God is going to help them progress or grow in faith, and thanks God for it.  This refers to Christian sanctification.  God helps us grow in faith day by day till one day we will see Christ and as the Bible says in that day we will be like Him.  So sanctification is a life long process and God is working this in us.  This doesn’t mean that we will be perfect here on earth, no we will still be tempted to sin and sometimes it might happen to stumble and fall, but there should be a visible progress in time.  Are you a better Christian this year than you have been last year?  Is God visibly transforming your character day-by-day, week-by-week, month-by-month and year-by-year?  If yes this would be a wonderful reason for giving Him thanks.  Thank Him for taking care of your physical and material needs but also thank Him for taking care of your soul. 

David the Psalmist was more interested in God helping him to grow in faith than to be a wealthy, powerful and successful king.  If you read the psalms David never prayed for wealth, power, and success although God gave him these things, yet he always prayed for a clean heart and a contrite spirit.  In Psalm 51:2 he prays “O God wash me thoroughly from my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin” and v.10 he prays, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.” 

Illustration:  Two years after I became a Christian I was drafted into the army.  In Romania, the military service was mandatory at that time so every male student was drafted after graduating the high school.  It was a hard time for me because I had to resist all kinds of temptations.  They also knew I was a Christian and they tried to make it harder for me.  I was also far from my church and the fellowship of others believers.  I prayed to God to keep me clean and to help me mature in faith even though temptations and the traps of Satan were everywhere.  God did, He honored my request, and answered my prayer.  Not only He helped me overcome temptations and weaknesses but He also helped me to continue growing in faith. 

Is there a sin you are struggling with in your life?  Give it up this morning.  You will not be able to do it by yourself, but God will give you the power and strength to overcome it.  And then thank God for making you into the lightness of Christ day by day.  Thank Him for Jesus whose blood cleanses us of every unrighteousness and for the Holy Spirit who molds and transforms us and who helps us mature in faith.  

3. Providence.

The third aspect of Paul’s prayer of thanksgiving is providence.  Now this is related both to him and the Philippian believers.  He thanks God here for His providence in his life as well as the lives of his Philippian brethren.  I v.12 Paul says, “I want you to know beloved that what has happened to me has actually helped to spread the gospel…” 

When Paul wrote this letter he was in prison.  He was passing through a terrible time of physical persecution yet as he says here “God in His providence knows better why He allowed this suffering in my life, and actually as I experience now, it is for a greater good.”  Instead of being bitter and angry on God, Paul was thankful. 

Are you passing through a difficult and painful time?  Trust in God’s providence.  He knows better why He allowed it in your life and He wants to use you to be a blessing for others and for His work even though you suffer.  Had not Paul been imprisoned for the sake of Christ he would have probably been the great Apostle of the Gentiles.  

Illustration: You all heard the story of St. Patrick how he was kidnapped one day by some Irish pirates and sold into slavery to an Irish master who treated him harshly.  He was taken from his Christian home, village, and country to a pagan and cruel people.  After several years he succeeded in running away and getting back to his family yet God was calling him to return to the Irish and evangelize them.  How can you go back to a place and a people that made you suffer so much?  Yet Patrick understood that God allowed him to pass through that painful time for a greater purpose.  He returned and became the apostle to the Irish and because of his willingness to allow God to use his suffering for a greater purpose He evangelized those who once were his enemies and persecutors. 

If you suffer tonight don’t be discouraged and afraid.  Thank God for your suffering.  I know is hard to have a thankful hard when you suffer, but God allowed it with a purpose and He is going to use it for your own good.  Listen to one of the greatest mysteries of our faith, “When God allows illness and pain in our life He is actually healing us, and when He allows suffering and trials he is actually preparing us for joy and happiness.” 

Apostle Paul says in Romans 8:28, “For we know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to His purpose.”  Thank God tonight for His love and providence in your life.

4. Peacefulness.

The fourth reason for which Paul had thanksgiving in his heart was peacefulness.  As a result of peace he could also rejoice in times of hardships.  Listen to what he says in v.18-19 “What does it matter?  Just this that Christ is proclaimed in every way, whether out of false motives or true; and in that I rejoice.  Yes, and I will continue to rejoice for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Christ this will turn out for my deliverance.” 

Paul was in prison, some believers were jealous on him and criticized him, so he was passing through a hard time, yet he had peacefulness in his heart and because of that he could rejoice and have hope and confidence for the Lord.  Jesus promised us that He will give us His peace, He said, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not let them be afraid…” (John 14:27).

Illustration:  After I finished my army duty I returned to my church and began to serve God as a youth minister.  I involved the youth of my church in different evangelistic ministries such as sharing our faith to others; visiting shut in members, and helping small churches grow.  The secret police did not like what we were doing and they tried to intimidate us.  They send me a message through a friend of mine, which said that I was put on black list to be eliminated.  I prayed to Jesus for courage, peace, and the strength to remain faithful to Him.

Jesus gave me His peace and the fact that He was present in my heart took away any fear.  You know when Jesus is present in your life, when He is giving you His peace it’s strange but you don’t fear anything.  You are not afraid of even dying. 

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Believe in me and believe in God also” (John 14:1).  Peter says in his second letter 5:7, “Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.”  Jesus loves us and He cares for us and because of this He gives us His peace, and when we have His peace we have hope and when we have hope we can cope with every problem or suffering.  Apostle Paul passed through many hardships yet He overcame them because Jesus gave him peace and hope.  And that is why Paul gave thanks to God.

5. Praise.

The last aspect of Paul’s prayer of thanksgiving is praise.  First he thanks God for partnership, second for progress, third providence, fourth peacefulness, and lastly for praise.  He says in the last half of v. 20 that “I hope by my speaking with all boldness, Christ will now be exalted now as always in my body, whether by life or death.”  What Paul speaks here about is the fact that he lived for the main purpose of bringing God glory, praising Him.  His main purpose in life was to exalt Christ, and that should be the main goal in life for every one of us.  In fact that is why God created us and brought us into this world to praise Him.  You may say, “O I have more important things to do in life, I have a job, family to take care of, bills to pay…” and so on.  Yes, God wants us to be devoted family and community members, but the main purpose for our existence is to praise God, to bring Him glory through our life.  Do you bring God glory through your life?  If yes than this would be another important reason for thanking Him as we celebrate thanksgiving.

Illustration: Michael Faraday was one of the most brilliant scientists of modern times.  He lived in England during the 1800 where he pioneered many essential discoveries in the field of electricity and electro-magnetism.  Yet Faraday was also a devout Christian known for his deep faith and willingness to glorify God through his life.  He always attributed his fame and success to God His Maker.  His last words on his dying bed were, “I bow before Him who is the Lord of all.”    

You don’t hear nowadays too many Christian believers who might be public figures to openly acknowledge and praise God.  Very few while many are keeping their faith private.  God created us to praise Him, we exist for His glory and that should be the main purpose of our lives, whether famous or unknown, rich or poor, and so on.

Illustration:  I read recently about Edwin M. Stanton who was the secretary of war during and after the civil war.  He was a sincere and committed Christian who prayed fervently for the ending of the war.  When finally the war ended he was in Washington when he got the news.  What he did next was a to write a big sign which he hanged on the dome of the Capitol.  He wrote on that sign Psalm 118:2, “This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.”    

As we celebrate Thanksgiving this week let’s rededicate our lives to God and serve Him with deeper devotion, and then bring Him genuine thanksgiving for His work in our lives, for His Divine providence, and for His peace.  Let me give in closing several specific reasons for which we should be thankful to God during this season:

-For dedicated missionaries, ministers, and church members who put serving God above anything else.  Thank God that in a time of apostasy and running after money and instant gratification there are many believers who are dedicated partners of God.  Thank God for dedicated partners with God in our church and make sure you are one of them.

-Thank God specifically for calling us to be His partners here in this area and for leading us in the vision and plans we have for our church in the near future.

-Thank Him for sending us other partners willing to help us build our church such as the Baptist Builders and everyone else who will help us and partner with us in building the new church and reaching out for God in this area. 

-For the Holy Spirit working out our spiritual progress and sanctification.

-For God being in control.  Many times it seems God is far away, or not sensitive to our problems and hardships, and yet He is always there seeing, hearing, and knowing everything, and willing to intervene.  Thank Him for that and at the same time be patient and wait on Him for he is going to rescue you from your troubles.

-For peace in times of turmoil.  Thank God that He is our peace and that He restores peace in a broken heart.

-For helping us praise Him with our lives.  Never ever put anything above using your life as a sacrifice of praise unto the Lord.  Amen.

